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Whereas prevailing narratives of Chosén-Ming relations explains Korean diplomatic practices as
compliance with a Sinocentric wotld view or an ideology of “Serving the Greater” (Kt: sadae justi

HKFEF) that upheld a stable “tributary system,“ I contend that what appears as stable
ideology is in fact a product of the strategic use of language, ritual and other forms of
representation in the context of diplomatic practice.
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